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speochies. e is vather apt to frame i probable de-
fonces ainl to tuke up mwore ground than coulld
be peally hield, For instunce, it is8 obvions that
there was no malice on eith witle 1o the atiray be-
tween Clodius aud Milo; but as Ulodins's partisaos
cboso to uxsert that Milo had  lard a plot o assus-
sinnte Ulodins, Creoro toaudly setorted  that it was
odias who had taul o piot to assoasinuate Milo, and
his wiole specct 18 pervalded by this iashi assump-
tion, Throughout, also, Milo s repressutol as a
pire and spoiless patriot: althongh, even Letore
his lust outhirear, Cieero had oretty well puade up
Bis miwd that Lie wwas o mndman, amd expressed his
Leliel with bis usnal fraokoess v his ouispolen
cotrespoudence  Perhaps Uicere wiote jo delogos
of Milo with sume cxaggeration of enthusiasm, be-
causo i the setual toial be bl spoken wilh lews
than his usaal eonurmew and faded in the result more
completely thun be was uccusiomed fo finl.  Fini ot
doea not appesr that piter his consuistip he s ver
was really supreme as an advorn!'s: e wusalways
tha greatust Living orator, thoogh few ol the ven
tions which be banued down to us belong to Lis
Jater yeurs—excopt the * Fll res, " whiteh, wiil
one or two excoplioue, wre more remnrksile for
the skillul pertinncity with whicha pofitiesl ob-
Jeet arsued nnder great difionites thau for ther
worlth as orations,  For instanes, It was voled that
nnder the alurming circnmstauees of the timon il
1ary dress should e worn in tha straets of Homog
wnit Cioero harps upon this dectsion 10 a way that
wos provably edilying and as<ful to oeht-thnking
gossips at the tims, hut is the revarss of impresslve
1o posteriby. In general, the difficalties under
which Cicero gpoke uen too apparent, and the neces-
pity of putiing on an air of heroism lnlerlvies with
our appreciutico of the diplomatic lugennity dis
played i the spees hes, und (o better advantige in
the letters to Plancos and other communders whom
Ulcero had hopes of secoring to the luleresis
of the Senule. Probuwbly «ven the great Seeond
Yhulippie, which lins generally been recognized s
Cicero's masterpioce  ganecd in reputation a yood
deal by the subsequent history of Antouins, whn
wuss vompletely sactificed to Augnstas by wll Romsn
writers; whence It followsd that ull Ulcero's ut-
tucks upon him were entir ly justified. At the Lime
$t is bard to think thet the comdnet of Antonius
was really an outrage upsn the sennibilitios ol &
Beonte whose runks had been filled with Cienars
officers, who felt that in givieg Decimus Brutus o
hesitating snppore against him they were after all
vily espousing the guoarrel of one old cimarade
against woother, and cousoled thenselves by the
fuot that, if Bratus had belped to &iil their old vom-
munder, he was in allianees for the moment with
their commander's heir.  Apart from this, Cicoro's
devnnriations of mere debuachery and cruelty must
have mn}( rather hallow opon the ears of contem-
ries for the most part voly less sliamoless
utonius and far less vigorons: though Ciccro
bamself had every nght to treat the couventional-
whies which be roachied Antonius with disregard-
iny us serzous, and political prolligaey haa vot vous
po far that & man in Anwonius's position eonld
travel alip-shod in the dark withont some discredit
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